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The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union — 
Mr.  LEACH  said : 

Mr.  Chairman:  On  the  5th  day  of  December 
last  we  assembled  in  this  Hall.  Immediately, 
almost  before  we  had  taken  our  seats,  the  Dem- 
ocratic side  of  the  House  commenced  to  "  agi- 
tate" the  slavery  question.  Loud  as  that  party 
has  ever  been  in  its  denunciations  of  "  agita- 
tion,'" it  commenced,  with  indecent  haste,  and 
carried  on  with  unparalleled  virulence  for 
many  weary  weeks,  a  series  of  most  exciting 
declamations  upon  this  all-absorbing  topic.  We 
Republicans  sat  quietly  in  our  seats,  even  when 
our  principles  were  misrepresented,  our  motives 
impugned,  and  foul  aspersions  cast  on  those 
whom  we  delight  to  honor.  We  did  this  be- 
cause we  believed  our  first  duty  was  to  organ- 
ize this  House.  We  believed  the  discussion  in- 
dulged in  to  be  wholly  irrelevant;  and  hence 
we  would  not,  and  did  not  to  any  considerable 
extent,  participate.  It  was,  most  emphatically, 
a  Democratic  discussion,  originating  with,  car- 
ried on  by,  and  designed  exclusively  for,  the 
benefit  of  that  party. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  regret  this  discussion.  The 
country  has  learned  from  it  more  than  one 
s  rand  and  profitable  lesson.  It  has  demon- 
strated the  truth  of  what  we  Republicans  have 
been  telling  our  constituents  for  the  last  two 
years,  namely :  that  the  so-called  Democratic 
■party  is  ess'entially  and  unmistakably  pro-sla- 
D(  ry  in  its  character.  This  charge  has  usually 
been  met  with  a  flat  denial  by  Northern  and 
Northwestern  Democrats.  But  denials  will  no 
longer  answer.  The  acts  of  the  party  on  this 
floor,  and  the  declarations  here  made  bv  gen- 
tlemen from  various  sections  of  the  Union, 
leave  no  room  for  doubt.  That  every  Demo- 
cratic Representative  on  this  floor  from  the 
slaveholdingr  States  is  a  justifier  and  upholder 
of  the  peculiar  institution  will  not  be  question- 


ed. And,  sir,  of  the  ninety -three  Administra- 
tion Democrats  in  the  House,  sixty-seven  are 
from  slaveholding  States,  and  may  hence,  as 
they  are  in  good  standing  in  the  party,  be  cer- 
tainly classed  as  pro-slavery. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  state  in  my  own  lan- 
guage the  position  which  this  large  majority  of 
the  Democracy  on  this  floor  occupy  on  this 
subject.  They  shall  speak  for  themselves  ;  and, 
to  save  both  time  and  space,  I  will  introduce 
but  a  single  extract. 

In  a  discussion  which  took  place  on'the  18th 
day  of  January,  between  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Carter]  and  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  McRae,]  the  following 
occurred  : 

"  Mr.  Carter.  I  want  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  at  what  period  of  time  slave- 
ry first  exists  in  a  Territory  ? 
"  Mr.  McRae.  I  will  answer  that  question. 
That  was  the  question  I  would  have  answered 
after  having  my  opinion  read  ;  but  the  gentle- 
man wanted  my  opinion,  and  did  not  want  an 
argument.  Therefore  I  confined  myself  strict- 
ly to  the  privilege  which  I  understand  I  hold 
from  him — simply  to  answer  his  question. 
"  There  seems  to  have  been  an  impression 
all  the  time,  in  regard  to  this  question  of  sla- 
very in  the  Territories,  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  in  some  shape  or  other, 
carried  it  or  fixed  it  there.  There  seems  to 
have  been  an  impression  that  it  was  fixed  or 
prohibited  there  by  Congressional  legislation. 
I  do  not  hold  to  either  of  these  doctrines.  I 
will  tell  the  gentleman  when  slavery  com- 
mences in  a  Territory.  It  is  when  a  citizen 
of  a  State,  who  owus  a  slave  as  his  property, 
moves  into  a  Territory  with  that  slave  as  his 
property  ;  then  slavery  is  established  there. 
That  is  the  position.  Slavery  existed  anterior 
to  the  Constitution.  The  Constitution  did  not 
create,  and  it  cannot  prohibit,  slavery.  Con- 
gressional legislation  cannot  create,  and  it 
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those  adhering  to  the  popular-sovereignty  doc- 
trines of  Mr.  Douglas.  Well,  sir.  what  do 
these  men  say?  On  the  17th  of  December 
last,  a  member  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Larra- 
id  : 

'•  It'  I  lived  in  a  Southern  Territory,  among 
'  Southern  men.  where  slavery  existed,  I  would 
'  own  slaves  myself.  I  would  not  think  that  I 
'  was  therefore  guilty  of  any  moral  wrong." 

Sir,  in  this  brief  extract,  the  whole  question 
is  yielded,  slavery  is  justified,  and  its  expansion 
approved. 

<  In  the  9lh  of  the  same  month,  Mr.  LoGAN, 
of  Illinois,  said  : 

"  Every  fitgitwe  that  has   been   arrested  in 

Illinois,  or  in  any  of  the   Western  Stales — 

and  1  call  Illinois  a  Western   State,  for  I  am 

ashamed  longer  to  call  it  a  Northern  State — 

has  b ■■•  n  made  by  Democrats.     In  Illinois,  the 

Democrats  have  all  that  work  to   do.     You 

I  it  (lie  dirty  work  of  the  Democratic  party 

*  to   catch  j'ngi'ive    slaz-es  for    the    Souliiem 

'people.      We  are  willing  to  perform  that  dirty 

1  work." 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  are  truthful  words. 
Every  fugitive  slave  arrested  in  the  Western 
States  is  arrested  by  Democrats.  And  I  thank- 
God  it  is  so  :  for  I  could  not  find  it  in  my  heart 
to  hold  political  fellowship  with  men  who  lend 
themselves  as  willing  instruments  to  hunt  down 
the  panting  fugitive.  And,  sir,  it  is  also  true 
that  we  regard  this  slave-catching  as  "  dirty 
iieork"r— very  h  dirty  work.'1  Outside  the 
Democratic  party,  nobody  can  be  found  in  the 
Northwest  so  low,  so  dead'  to  all  the  better  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart,  as  to  engage  in  this 
most  despicable  business.  And  does  it  not 
I  conclusive  proof — "  confirmation  strong 
as  holy  writ ;' — of  the  truth  of  my  charge  that 
the  Democratic  is  a  pro-slavery  party  ? 

But  listen  to  still  another  witness — and  he 
no  other  thau  the  acknowledged  leader  of 
the  Northern  wing  of  the  Democratic  party. 
On  the  23d  of  January,  he  [Mr.  Douglas]  said 
in  his  place  in  the  Senate : 

"  I  say  this :  if  the  people  of  Kansas  want  a 
'  slave  State,  it  is  their  business,  and  not  mine  ; 
'  if  they  want  a  free  State,  they  have  a  right  to 
'  it;  and  hence,  I  do  not  care,  so  far  as  regards 
'  my  action,  whether  they  make  it  a  free  State 
'  Of  not;  it  is  none  of  my  business.  But  the 
'  Senator  [Mr.  Fkssexi>k.\]  says  he  does  care ; 
'  he  has  a  preference  between  freedom  and 
'  slavery.  How  long  would  he  care,  if  he 
'  was  a  sugar  planter  in  Louisiana,  residing  on 
'  his  estate,  instead  of  living  in  Maine  ?  Sir, 
'  I  hold  the  doctrine  that  a  wise  statesman  will 
'  adapt  his  laws  to  the  wants,  conditions,  and 
'  interests,  of  the  people  to  be  governed  by  them. 
1  Slavery  may  be  very  essential  in  one  climate, 
'  and  totally  useless  in  another.  If  I  were  a 
'  citizen  of  Louisiana,  1  would  cote  for  retain- 


•  because  our  interests  would  not  be  promoted 
• 

Observe,  Mr.  Dquglaa  "  docs  not  rare  whether 
Kansas  is  a  free  Slate  or  not ;  "  and  only  op- 
slavery  i:i  Illinois  "because  the  interests 
oftfa  State  would  not  be  promoted  by  it!  "  It 
is  solely  a  question  of  "interest."  Justice, 
const!'  u<  .  bave  nothing  to  do  in  the  settle- 
ment of  this  great  problem.  The  law  of  God 
and  the  rights  of  man  are  contemptuously 
ignored.  And  this,  too,  comes  from  a  man 
who  is  put  forward  by  Northern  Democrats  as 
their  favorite  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
Surely,  no  farther  proof  is  required  to  show  the 
pro  slavery  character  of  the  leaders  of  the  North- 
ern wing  of  Democracy.  That  there  are  thou- 
sands of  honest  men  in  the  ranks  of  that  party 
who  will  repudiate  these  sentiments,  and  the 
leaders  who  utter  them,  and  seek,  through  the 
Republican  organization,  to  give  expression  to 
their  real  views  in  the  approaching  Presidential 
campaign,  I  most,  sincerely  believe. 

\i\j.:,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  charge,  farther,  that  the 
Democratic  is  a  disunion  party.  And  on  this 
charge,  as  I  will  proceed  to  show,  the  proof  is 
equally  conclusive  with  that  which  has  been 
adduced  to  show  its  pro-slavery  character. 

Often,  I  might  say  almost  daily,  during  the 
long  contest,  for  the  Speakership,  have  threats 
of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  been  repeated  in 
this  Hall.  And  whence  came  they?  Not  from 
the  Republican  side.  Not  once  has  this  trea- 
sonable threat  been  made  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  Not  once  has  it  fallen  from  Republi- 
can lips.  I  assert,  sir,  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  every  threat  of  a  dissolution  of  this 
of  States  made  on  this  floor  since 
the  assembling  of  Congress,  has  come  from 
members  of  the  Democratic  party. 

For  a  few  minutes,  sir,  let  me  call  the  atten- 
tion of  gentlemen  to  a  few  of  the  many  remarks 
of  this  character  to  which  we  have  been  com- 
pelled to  listen.  It  is  not  a  pleasaut  task,  but 
it  is  proper  it  should  be  done.  '  The  country 
should  know  what  Democracy  is  here  at  the 
capital. 

Referring  to  the  record,  we  find  that  scarcely 
a  day  passed,  during  the  long  contest  tor  the 
election  of  Speaker,  in  which  some  Democrat, 
in  good  standing  in  the  party,  did  not  prescribe 
the  terms  on  which  alone  the  Union  can  be 
perpetuated. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  the  third  day  of  the 
on,  Mr.  Garn'ett,  of  Virginia,  said  : 

"  You  must  go  home  to  your  people,  and 
'  must  put  down  this  abolition  spirit.  You 
'  must  repeal  the  laws  with  which  you  have 
'  polluted  your  statute  books,  to  nullify  that 
'  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  protects 
'  the  value  of  our  slave  property  along  the  bor- 
'  ders  ;  for  we  do  not  mean  to  stay  in  the  Union 
'  until  you  have  converted  the  border  States 
'  into  free  States,  and  so  demoralized  and  en- 
'  ervated  our  strength.  You  must  pass  laws  at 
'  home,   condemning    and    subjecting    to   the 


'  hands  of  justice  the  men  who  ft'  i     !  the 

men  who  plot  and  the  men   irho   engage   in 

b  insurrection  mpts.     You  ma 

for  us  what  we  « 1 .  >  for  I  nations, 

what  they  do  for  i  '•!■•'  country  with  which 
are  at  peace.     I  foo  do  pass  soch 

'  laws,   u:  I   down  i it  of 

ilitionism,  the  Union  will  be  short." 
Mr.  I'ki  i  ..  of  the  same  8tate,  said: 
"Wi  haTe  threatened  and  n  tolved,  and  re- 

'  solved   and   threatened,  and   backed  out    from 

'  our  threats  and    recanted    our    resolution!, 

'  until,  so  help  me    Q  id,  1  will  i.'-v  r  utter  an- 
'  other  threat  or  another  resolution  ;  hut,  us  the 
'  stroke  follows  the  lightning's  Rash,      .  with 
'  me,  acts  shall  be  coincident  and  COmm< 
4  rate  with  word-.'' 

And  Mr.  1>k  Jarxette,  also  of  the  Old  Do- 
minion, speaking  of  Mr.  Seward,  Baid  : 

"  Vou  may  elect  hitn  President  of  t  be  Ninth  ; 
'  but  of  the  South,  never.     Whatever  the  • 
'  may  be,  others  may  differ;    l>ut  Virginia,  in  j 
'  view  of  her  ancient  renown,  in  view  of  her 
'illustrious  dead,   in   view  of  her  sic  temper 
'  ty ran n if,  will  resist  his  authority." 

Subsequently,  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  said : 

"  I  do  not  concur  with  the  declaration  made 
'  yesterday  by  th'-  a    Ten:: 

'  that  the  election  of  a  Black  Republican  to  the 
'  Presidency  was  not  cause  for  a  dissolution  of 
'  the  LTnion.  Whenever  a  President  i.s  elected 
'by  a  fanatical  majority  at  the  North,  those 
'  whom  I  represent,  as  1  believe,  and  the  gal- 
'  lant  State  which  I  in  part  represent,  are  ready, 
1  let  the  consequences  be  what  they  may,  to  fall 
'  back  on  their  reserved  right  ■.-.■ :  'As  to 

'  this  Union,  we  have  no  longer  any  lot  or  part 
'  in  it.1  " 

Mr.  Pvgh,  of  the  same  State,  in  a  very  care- 
fully-prepared and  well-considered  speech,  said  : 

'•  It',  with  the  character  of  the  Government 
'  well  defined,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
'  the  parties  to  the  compact  clearly  assert) 
'  the  Democratic  party,  the  Black  Republicans 
'  get  possession  of  the  Government,  then  the 
'  question  is  fully  presented,  whether  the  South- 
'  em  States  will  remain  in  the  Union,  as  sub- 
'  ject  and  degraded  colonies,  or  will  they  with- 
'  draw,  and  establish  a  Southern  Confed 
'  of  coequal  homogeneous  sovereigns? 

"  In  my  judgment,  the  latter  is  the  only  course 
'  compatible  with  the  honor,  equality,  and  safety 
'  of  the  South;  and  the  sooner  it  is  known  and 
'  acted  upon,  the  better  fox  all  parties  to  the 
'  compact. 

"The  truest  conservatism  and  wisest  s- 
'  manship  demand  a  speedy  termination  of  all 
'  association  with  such  confederates,  and  the 
'  formation  of  another  union  of  States,  hotno- 
'  geneous  in  population,  institutions,  interests, 
'  and  pursuits." 

And  these  £ent'  Ined  in  thi  ir 

disunion  sentiments  by  their  colleague,  [Mr. 
CORKY,]  who  said  : 

"  However  distasteful  it  may  be  to  my  friend 


'  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Clark,]  however  much 
'  it    may  revolt   the  public  sentiment   or  con- 
■:'  this  c  !  am  not  asbami  d  or 

iblicly  to  avow  that  thi    •  n  of 

'  William  II.  Seward  or  Salmon  1*.  Chase,  or 
'  any  such  n  :w\<-  of  the  Republican 

'  party,  npon  a  sectional  platform,  Ought  to  bo 

disrnpUon  of  every  tie  tlmt 
la  thi-  Confederacy  together.    [Applause 
'  on  the  Democratic  side  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  Gartrell,  speuking  "for  t  .  !e  of 

Georgia,"  marks  course  to  be  put 

by  them  in  <  tiou  of  a  lican 

lent.     He  Bl 
••  1  need  not  toil  what  I.  as  a  Southern  man, 
'  will  do — I  think   I  may  safely  speak   tor  tho 
'  masses  of  the  people  <>i  i — that  when 

'that  ev'.'nt  happens,  they,  in  my  ju 
'  will  •  ■  it  an  '  ■  »o  of 

'   War,  and    inert    i  111  111  in  Coll  VelilijU,  tO 

'  take  into  consideration  the  mode  and  measure 
•  of  redress.     That  is  my  position  :   and  if  that 
On  to  the  Government,  make  the  most 
'  of  it." 
And  his  col'         -.  [Mr.  Crawford,]  speak- 
as   he   declares,  the   sentiment  of 
1>  mocratic  Representative  from  the  Stab 
Georgia  on  this  floor,  thus  boldly  avows  dij- 
uniou  sentiments  : 

"I  want  the  question  tested  between  you  and 
us.  I  want  it  settled.  I  want  to  know  whether 
we  are  to  be  controlled,  whether  we  are  to  be 
limited  to  where  slavery  now  exists,  or  whether 
we  are  to  have  liberty  to  go  beyoud.  We  have 
now  four  million  slaves.  In  some  twenty-five 
years  hence,  we  will  have  eight  million.  We  de- 
maud  expansion.  We  will  have  expansion,  in 
spite  of  the  Republican  party,  aud  all  the  Aboli- 
1  is  of  the  Old  and  of  the  New  World. 
[Applause  from  the  Democratic  benches  and 
the  galleries.]  *  *  * 
"Now,  in  regard  to  the  election  of  a  Black 
Republican  President,  I  have  this  to  say,  aud 
I  speak  the  sentiment  of  every  Democrat  on 
this  floor  from  the  State  of  Georgia:  we  will 
never  submit  to  the  inauguration  of  a  Black 
Republican  President.  [Applause  from  the 
I). mocratic  benches,  and  hisses  from  th. 

..s.]      I  repeat  it,  sir — and  I  have  au- 
thority to  say  so — that  no  Democratic  Kt  pre- 
live  from  Georgia  on  this  floor  will  ever 

submit  to  the  inauguration  of  a  Black  Repub- 
lican President.  ;  B  newed  applause  and 
hisses. J  *  *  *  The  most  confiding  of 
them  all  are,  sir,  for  'equality  in  the  Union  or 
independence  out  of  it ; '  having  lost  all  hope 
of  the  former,  lam  far '  IKDEPERDEKCE  BOW 
AND  [HDPEKDEirCE  PORRTRbI'  ' 

Mr.  BoKHAlf  spoke  for  South  Carolina,  say- 
ng: 

•■  As  to  disunion,  upon  the  election  of  a  Black 
Republican,  1  can  speak  for  no  one  but  my- 
self and  those  I  have  here  the  honor  to  repre- 
.-.-tit  ;  and  I  say.  without  hesitation,  that  upon 
the  election  of  Mr.  Seward,  or  any  other  man 


'  who  endorses  anil  proclaims  the  doctrines  held 
'  by  him  and  bis  party — call  hits  by  what  name 
■  you  plea* — I  am  in  favor  of  an  immediate 
'  dis&olution  of  the  Union.  And,  sir,  I  think 
'  1  speak  the  sentiments  of  my  own  constituents 
'  and  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  when  1  sav 
'  SO." 

Mr.  BoTCE,  also  of  South  Carolina,  said  : 
••  Should  this  party  acquire  the  ascendency 
'  in  the  Federal  Government,  the  Southern 
'  States  will  have  presented  to  them  the  gra\  esl 
'  question  that  can  be  forced  on  the  considera- 
'  tion  of  political  communities.  For  my  own 
'  part,  I  think  they  will  be  blind  not  to  perceive 
'  the  purposes  of  this  party,  and  infatuated  not 
'to  act  accordingly." 

And  still  another  member  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Keitt]  declared  that — 

"  Suould  the  Republican  party  succeed  in  the 
'  next  Presidential  election,  my  advice  to  the 
'  South  is  to  snap  the  cords  of  the  Union  at 
'  once  and  forever." 

Mr.  MlRae,  of  Mississippi,  thus  speaks  for 
the  Democracy  of  that  State  : 

■'  I  said  to  my  constituents,  and  to  the  people 
at  the  capital  of  my  State,  on  my  way  here, 
that  if  such  an  event  did  occur,  while  it  would 
be  their  duty  to  determine  the  course  which 
the  State  would  pursue,  it  would  be  my  privi- 
lege to  counsel  with  them  as  to  what  I  be- 
lieved to  be  the  proper  course ;  and  I  said  to 
them,  what  1  say  now  and  will  alwavs  say  in 
such  an  event,  that  my  counsel  would  be 
to  take  independence  out  of  the  Union  in 
preference  to  the  loss  of  constitutional  rights, 
and  consequent  degradation  and  dishonor, 
in  it.  That  is  my  position,  and  it  is  the  posi- 
tion which  I  know  the  Democratic  party  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  will  maintain." 
Mr.  Singleton,  of  the  same  State,  said: 
'*  You  ask  me  when  will  the  time  come  ;  when 
will  the  South  be  united  ?  It  will  be  when 
you  elect  a  Black  Republican — Hale,  Seward, 
or  Chase — President  of  the  United  States. 
Whenever  you  undertake  to  elect  such  a  man 
to  preside  over  the  destinies  of  the  South,  you 
may  expect  to  see  us  undivided  and  indivisi- 
ble friends,  and  to  see  all  parties  of  the  South 
arrayed  to  resist  his  inauguration.  *  *  * 
"  We  can  never  quietly  stand  by  and  permit 
the  control  of  the  army  and  navy  to  go  into 
the  r.ands  of  a  Black  Republican  President." 
Another  member  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Da- 
vis] said : 

'•  Gentlemen  of  the  Republican  party,  I  warn 
you.  Present  your  sectional  candidate  for 
18G0  ;  elect  him  as  the  representative  of  your 
system  of  labor ;  take  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  the  instrument  of  your  power  in  this 
contest  of '  irrepressible  conflict,'  and  we  of  the 
South  will  tear  this  Constitution  in  pieces, 
and  look  to  our  guns  for  justice  and  right 
against  aggression  and  wrong." 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  might  occupy  the  whole  of 
the  hour  allotted  me  in  thus  repeating  what  has 


bfettn  uttered  by  the  Democracy  on  this  !'<• 
favor  of  s   dissolution   of  the   I  nion  of  these 
States.     l!ut  1  will  not  do  it.     I  have  no  desire 
to  pursue  the  ungrai  i  k.     Yel  C  shi      I 

not  do  justice  to  the  subject,  did  I  not  re- 
ps at  here  what  was  said  by  the  member  from 
Texas.  |  Mr.  Hamilton.  |  on  the  27th  of  January 
last,     fie  Baid : 

"  Much  has  been  said  of  the  Uuion,  and 
'  love  for  the  Union,  on  one  hand,  and  much 
'  of  the  Union,  and  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
'  on  the  other.  1  am  not  about  to  proceed  to  #ive 
'  my  views  upon  the  merits  of  questions  that 
'  have  been  discussed  during  the  Beasion.  I 
'  content  myself  with  making  this  remark, 
'  though  it  grate  harshly  upon  the  ears  of  some, 
'  that  whatever  love  may  be  excited  for  the 
'  Uuion  on  the  one  hand,  and  whatever  may 
'  be  declared  on  the  other  in  reference  to  its 
'  disruption  ;  whatever  may  be  said  by  some  to 
'  maintain  it  at  all  hazards,  I  believe  that  a 
'  dissolution  of  the  Union  is  this  day  upon  us. 
'  The  Union,  sir,  is  being  dissolved  now.  It 
'  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  conservative  ele- 
'  ments  of  this  House  to  arrest  it:  but  that 
'  cannot  be  done  by  the  elactiou  of  a  Black  Re- 
'  publican  Speaker.  I  believe  that  I  represent 
'  as  conservative  a  constituency  as  any  gentle- 
;  man  upon  this  floor;  a  people  who  are  as 
'  devoted  to  the  Uuion  ;  a  people,  sir,  who  have, 
'  I  think,  manifested  that  devotion  by  as  much 
•  liberality  and  unselfishness,  by  yielding  up 
'  what  no  other  State  in  this  Union  has  yielded, 
'  a  separate  and  independent  nationality,  in  or- 
'  der  to  participate  in  this  Confederacy  which 
'  we  all  profess  so  much  to  love;  and  yet  that 
'  same  State,  that  same  people,  are  now  sol- 
'  emnly  resolving  that  it  is  better  that  the 
'  wheels  of  Government  should  be  arrested 
'  where  they  are  to-day,  and  no  organization 
'  ever  effected,  than  that  the  candidate  of  the 
1  Republican  party  shall  be  elected,  and  placed 
'  in  the  Speaker's  chair." 

What  gives  special  significance  and  import- 
ance to  this  extract,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  fact 
that  the  gentleman  who  uttered  it  was  for 
some  days  a  candidate  for  Speaker  of  this 
House,  and  received,  with  perhaps  a  single  ex- 
ception, the  united  vote  of  all  members  on  this 
floor  in  regular  standing  in  the  Democratic 
party.  Northern  and  Northwestern  Demo- 
crats who  opposed  the  election  of  Mr.  Suek- 
man — an  anti-slavery,  Union-loving  man — with 
a  bitterness  unparalleled  in  our  history,  with 
the  utmost  alacrity  wheeled  into  line  with  the 
disunionists  of  the  South,  and  cast  their  votes 
for  one  who,  as  if  impatient  of  delay,  declares 
"the  Union  is  being  dissolved  how!" 

Can  it  be,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  is  sound 
Democracy?  Is  this  doctrine  palatable  to  the 
Democrats  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
and  Wisconsin?  Whether  it  be  or  not,  let  it 
be  ever  remembered,  their  Representatives  on 
this  floor  unitedly  cast  their  votes  for  the  mem- 
ber who  uttered  it. 


h 


I  ii  the 

truth  of  the  prop  the  Demi 
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J.     But  1  wiil  i  -  •  tor  that 

F  <in- 
utiiun,  the  8'i  .    1  Hi'  the  ' 

i 
Tor  the*  .  .  the  Executive  mansion,  as 

well    I 

ratio  President  recently  nomina- 

confirmed,  Hon. 

!•  i  >   France. 

■  a  delib  .rt  of  the 

•\  on  tin-  |>  ft  of  the 

in  the  pi 

Mr.    i 
position  was  well  known,  and  --ition  was 

emphatically  endorsed  by  t  sutive 

when  he  nominated  him,  ai  he   Demo- 

cratic  side  of  the  Senate  when  it  voted  solid 
foe  his  confirmation.     At  a  I 

not  long  i  Virginia,  over  which 

id  : 

•■  \\  hen  that  noble  aod   gallant  Bon  of  Vir- 

'  ginia,  Henry  A.  U  ir   .  iid  he 

1  uid  in  (J  u  should 

:    THE    Nation  a  i. 

BKAb  at  11a  how  few  would 

'  at  that  time  have  justified  .so  hold  ami  deci- 

'  ded  a  i  '.'     It  is  the  fortune  of  some 

I  mind*  to  see  few  in 

.  i   William  H. 

ed  in  1860  •  is  the  man 

i  in  our  >ould  not  call  for  the 

I 
'  would  silently  suffer  that  armory  >>>  pass  undt  r 

Ah  I  Mr.  I  ...  it  is  i        ■      i   holding 

the   men   who 

the  Constitution  in   pieces," 
"  disrupt  every  tie   that  binds  th: 

■:•" — that  are  i\.-  and  t  ivor- 

ites    of   ...  i  hese    ;ire    the 

men   tiiat   rule   the    party  and   the    nation  at 
home,  aud  are  sent  to  misrepresent  'is  al 
And,  sir,  how  that  j  arty  must  have  fallen,  how 
entirely  it  mn  iored  the 

:iil's  of  the  fathers,  and  how  wickedly  it 
betrays  it.s  trust,  when  thus  it  strengthens  the 

those  thai   preach  treason,  and  crowns 

with  high  honors  the  fiercest  enemies  of  this 
I  .  .•  of  Stat 

Mr.  Cha  1  w.l I  not  pursue  this  in-, 

gallon  farth<  r.  Eno  igb,  and  more  than  enough, 
i  prove  that  the  President  and 
.  icratic  party  in  both  branches  of  C  '. 
motion  disunion  a.s  well  as  pro-sl 
doctrines.     1  torn  from  the  black  record,  aha- 
grined,  humiliated.     It  i  | ■•.  that 

honorable  im-inln -rs — our  own  fellow- 
iworn  with  us  to  support  the  C  in- 
stitution, and  pledged    to   labor  lor  the  honor 
..iiole  Confederacy — should 
be  found  willing  to  rise  iu  their  places  here, 


;iat  the  Union    shall    not    survive 

.     I  shv, 
sir,  it  . ■!.  a  hii',  thought     B  I 

is    no    terror  in 
threat*.      i  ■  ■  i    often   hoard 

,  and  ll  ites   have 

i  at  (he  ap- 

.      And 
tributed   im- 
urabl;  i  of  the   North  to 

country. 
intents,  I : 
■  ; low  and  why  is  this ? "     And  with  all 
their  native   shrewdie 

an  t  a  devotion  to  country  unsurpassed  by 
an,  they  have  turni  reful 

and   thorough  in*  iffairs. 

An  1  what  have  :- 

dip  Genera]   Government 

exclusively  pi  >r. 

They  have  found  it  devoti  d  to  the  extension 
. 

ive  found  it  devoted  to  the  perpetua- 
tion 
They  ha  [the  rights 

■  its  ot  free  labor,  aud 

. 
■ill  aid  I 
and  river  improvements,  bo  much  ne< 
the  pr 

.lions  of  money  upon  party  favorites 

They   have   found    it  ready  and  nnxio  : 

.-,  without  regard  to 

but   tamely  yielding 

when  our  N  n  :  irn  b  a  id  tries  ai     in  di  pute. 

They  ha  1  it   offering   millions   i 

millions   for  the   purchase  Co    ■.   with   its 

•  •  of  ignorant  and  vii 

>  issue  Treas- 
ury notes  t  i  defray  its  ordinary  expei 

They  have  found,  in  fact,  that  there  is,  back 
•  I 1  )veR)  -  er  than 

eminent,  a  power  that  for  years  bus  ruled  the 
conntry  with  tyrannic  and  d 
power  is  mad  -  S       i  >rs  and 

Cabinets   and    Pre  It    has    made 

forms  for  parties,  and  decisions  for  the  courts. 
-   made  compromises,  used  them1  for  its 

own  benefit,  and  violated  them  when  they  Were 

no  longer  ser<  .     It  has  sought,  by  fraud 

and  by  f  i  introl  the  new  regions  of  the 

i  and  for  this  purpose  has   used,  i 
willing  instruments,  the  National  Government 
and  its  horde  of  dependants. 

All  these  things,  and  many  more,  1".  ('hair- 
man,  ha\  pi- of  the  free  Sta  es  burned 
of  the  action,  and  of  the  power  which  controls 
the  action,  of  the   Federal  Government.     And 

out  of  this  k:i  iwledge,  OUt  Of  this  -tat-  of  (acts, 
legitimately  and  necessarily,  sprang  the  Repub- 
lican organisation, 

.Mr.  Chairman,  a  more  ;i_Tecable  task   now 

than  that  which  1  have  been 

performing.  There  are  yet  bright  spots  in  Amer- 


ican  politics.     There  is  yet  hope  for  the  coun- 
try. The  people  owo  the  Government,  and 
will  preserve  ir.     They  will  rescue  it  from  the 
unworthy  bands  into  which  it  lias  ('alien.  Thej 
will  |  >■■  corruption,  and  restore  it  to  i;> 

origiqal  purity.  They  will  make  it  once  more 
an  agency  foj  good,  nol  an  instrument  of  op- 
pression.    They  will  see  that  it  is  no  1< 

ends  for   which   it  was  insti- 
t  ited,  but  tba  administered  "lor  the  ben- 

efit of  the  r.iil."     To  do  this  is  the  m    - 

sion  of  the  p      ■ — a  high  and  holy 

mission,  which,  1  trust,  it  will  fearlessly  and 
conscientiously  fulfil. 

I  doubt,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  any  politi- 
cal  party  in  the  United  States  has  ev<r  been 
move  ferociously  assailed,  more  maligantly  ua- 
duced,  or  more  recklessly  belied,  than  the  one 
Of  which  1  speak.  And  it  is  in  view  of  this  fact 
that  I  propose  briefly  to  examine  the  position 
of  the  people  of  the  free  States  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  that  I  may  show  what  Republi- 
canism is,  and  what  it  is  not. 

All  will  readily  admit  that  the  masses  in 
those  States  are,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
ai.;is!avery  in  sentiment.  The  most  radical 
portion  are  those  who  sympathize  with  and  f  A- 
low  the  lead  of  William  Llo)d  Garrison.  This 
class  is  confined  chiefly  to  New  England,  and 
even  there  is  not  numerous.  These  men  re- 
gard the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  a 
pro-slavery  instrument ;  in  this  respect  fully 
agreeing  with  the  disunionists  of  the  South. 
And,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  they  join  the  fire- 
eaters  of  the  South  in  clamoring  for  disunion. 
And  I  may  here  say  that  they  are  the  only  dis- 
unionists to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  free 
States.  There  is  no  other  portion  of  our  anti- 
slavery  population  that  seeks  or  desires  to 
break  up  the  Union. 

From  this  class  of  anti-slavery  men,  earnest 
and  enthusiastic  and  self-sacrificing  as  they  are, 
the  South  has  nothing  to  fear.  They  will 
neither  hold  office  themselves,  nor  aid  in  eleva- 
ting others  to  office.  They  utterly  refuse  to  re- 
sort to  the  ballot-box  to  right  the  wrongs  oi 
which  they  complain  ;  and  being  non  resistauts, 
they  will  never  join  in  a  hostile  crusade  against 
the  peculiar  institution.  They  preach  against 
slavery,  pray  against  slavery,  and  print  against 
slavery;  leaving  it  to  the  Republicans  to  vote 
against  it,  and  to  "the  sword  of  the  Lord  and 
of  Gideon"  to  fight  against  it. 

The  second  class  of  anti-slavery  men  are 
those  who  sympathize  with  Gerrit  Smith.  They 
regard  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as 
an  anti-slavery  instrument.  They  believe  that 
the  Federal  Government  has  the  power,  and 
that  it  is  its  duty,  to  abolish  slavery  throughout 
the  whole  land — "  to  break  every  yoke,  and  let 
the  oppressed  go  free."  This  class  of  men  re- 
sort to  the  ballot-box  to  right  the  wrongs  of 
which  they  complain.  This  party,  though  more 
numerous  than  the  Garrisouians,  embraces  in 
all  the  free  States  but  a  few  thousand    men.  1 


lis  Chief  strength,  I  believe,  is  in  the  State  of 
New  York;  yd  there  it  only  polled  live  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  seventy  votes,  in  an  ag- 
gregate  of  live  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand 
hundred  and  sixteen  ;  being  but  a  very 
small  fraction  over  the  one-hundredth  part  of 
tin'  <  ni  re  vote  -•:  die  State,  it  cannot  .-how 
the  same  relative  strength  in  any  other  State; 
and  1  believe  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  not  one  in 
of  the  voting  population  of  the 
free  States  can  be  legitimate!  classed  with  this 
party. 

•  next  and  last  class  of  anti-slavery  men 
is  that  with  which  it  is  my  privilege  and  my 
pride  to  act;  that  class  which  is  largely  repre- 
sented on  this  door,  and  which  embraces  within 
its  organization  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  free  States,  it  is  that  el 
which  is  known  to  candid  people,  and  to  all 
gentlemen,  as  the  Republican  party ;  to  those 
who  have  no  regard  for  the  ordinary  politeness 
and  no  respect  for  the  common  civilities  of  life — 
whether  they  be  political  editors  or  members  of 
Congress — it  is  known  as  the  Black  Republican 
party. 

This  party,  Mr.  Chairman,  holds  the  political 
faith  of  the  fathers  of  the  Republic.  We  believe 
that  all  men  have  an  inalienable  right  to  "  life, 
liberty,  aud  the  pursuit  of  happiness."  We  be- 
lieve— nay,  we  know— that  slavery,  socially,  mor- 
ally, politically,  is  a  blighting  and  a  withering 
curse.  We  kuow  that  its  influence  is  delete- 
rious upon  both  the  oppressor  and  the  oppressed. 
We  know  it  retards  the  development  of  the 
material  resources  of  the  country.  We  know  it 
checks  the  onward  march  of  civilization.  We 
know  it  impedes  the  progress,  as  it  corrupts 
the  morals  and  perverts  the  doctrines,  of  the 
Christian  religion.  We  know  it  is  surely,  and 
with  fearful  rapidity,  undermining  the  very 
foundations  of  our  Government;  and  that  if  its 
onward  course  is  not  speedily  stayed,  our  coun- 
try will  soon  be  a  Republic  only  in  name. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  mean  it  shall  be 
stayed.  We  say  to  slavery,  l<  thus  far,  and  no 
farther."  We  design  to  confine  it  to  the  States 
in  which  it  now  exists.  Regarding  it  as  a  great 
evil,  we  cannut,  as  honest  aud  conscientious 
men,  as  good  and  patriotic  citizens,  consent  to 
its  farther  extension.  Hence,  the  great  and 
leading  idea,  the'  cardinal  principle,  of  the  Re- 
publican organization,  is  the  jwn-exiension,  or 
perhaps  I  might  better  say,  the  limitation  of 
slavery.  If  there  is  fanaticism  in  this  principle, 
we  are  fanatics.  If  this  is  a  treasonable  prin- 
ciple, we  are  traitors.  But  those  who  so  fero- 
ciously brand  us  with  these  epithets  would  do 
well  to  remember  that  in  so  doing  they  are  as- 
sailing the  memory  of  their  own  fathers,  and 
justifyiug  the  course  of  George  III,  who  pub- 
lished them  as  outlaws,  and  set  a  reward  upon 
their  heads. 

The  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party  on 
the  subject  of  slavery  are  clearly  and  authori- 
tatively expressed  in  the  following  resolutions, 
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:  latform  of  principles 

••  l.  /,'•  •  the  maintenance  of  ihe 

4  |  ri:.  ted  in  1 

.!i  i  »- in > >■  died  in  il.    I 

iblican  institati  I  that  the 

■ 

•  and  •  .ion  of  the  :  dl  be  pre- 
■ 

',    That,   with   our 
bera,  we  bold  it  to  ident  tru 

ire  endowed  with  the  inalienable 

•  right  t..  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  ofhappi 

primary  object  :ui<1  ulte- 

•  rior  design  of  our  E  rnment  were 

■  i  all  persona  within  its 

on  j  that  a*  our  republican 

.  when   t:  lavery  in 

'  all  our   national   territory,  ordained  vliat  no 

•  person  should  be  deprived  of  life,  iil>": 

4  property,  without  due  prooi  iw,  it  be- 

•  uics  our   dot  .in  ihis  prO\  if 

'  the  Conjtit  M  all  attempi 

Blavery  in 
of  the  United  E 

•  ti\  prohibiting  its  exie 

'  in.     And  we  deny  the  authority  <>. 

a  Territorial  Legislature,  of  any  individual 

•  or  .  of  individuals,  to  give  legal  ex- 

ivery  in   any  '1  of  the 

•  I  nited  Btates,  while  the  present  Constitution 

II  Le  maintained. 

•■/.  That  the  Constitution  confers 
4  upon  rereign  power  over  the  Ter- 1 

•  rft  United  8tate  , fortheir  Govern- 
'  mem;  and  that,  in  the  se  of  this 

is  both  the  right  and  the  dutj        I 
prohibit  in  its  Territories  those  twin  reli 
barbarism,  polygamy  and  slavery 
'Die  Republican  party  to-day,  Mr.  Chairman, 
a  this  platform,  and  it  will  contin 
to  stand  there.     Neither  the  t! 
ern  Quiets,   nor  the   pitiful    appeals 

i  ss,  nor  the  persevering 
forts   of  selfish,  time-serving   politicians,    will 
cause  it  to  s  position  it  has  taken. 

And  when  it  shall  ha1  control  of 

one)  affairs,  it  will  be  governed  solely  by 
inriple.s  pnnii  in  the  Declaration 

i  in  the   Fed.  nil 
i  ,."     And  1  hesitate  not  to  say,  that 

these  principles,  faithfulU'  observed  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  governmental  vill  lead  to 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 

.1  modification  of 
law,  and  to  the  limitation  ol 
in    which    it    now    01 

i>  i!  lutioni  from  the  Republican  plat- 

thing,  they  mean  00  HMS  than 

And,  sir,  to  limit  slavery  t>>  il 

ttionS,  is   to  destroy  it.      it   must   expand 


or  die.     This  slavi  hi  ilders  know,  and  hence  tho 

earne  with  which  they  labor  for 

Tliis  w<-  of  the  now, 

and  hence  our  anxiety  t<>  confifte  it  within  its 

at  boundaries.    We  would  M limit,  localise, 

and  discourage"    it.     And  for  myself,    I  say, 

that  while  1  desire  conscientious  -.erve 

all    tl       '  "    and    all   tl  npro- 

QBtitution,  I   would  yet  write 

in   let!  ill"   prime   article  of  my 

political   creed:    "No    slavkby.   outbids   tiik 

J  know,  Mr.  ( 'hairman,  and  the  people  I  havo 

the  honor  to  .t  know,  that  efforts  are 

.  te  to  modify  the  principles  and  lower 

ndard  of  the  Republican  par' v.    And  I 

■  now,  for  my  cot  tits  and  myself,  to 
solemnly  |  tgainst  all  such  movements. 
<>ur  principle               inciated  at  Philadelphia, 

■  and.  We  mean  to  stand  by  them.  We 
have  not  the  n  '  i  lea  of  relinquishing  any 
article  of  our  political  faith,  nor  of  '  any 

ain  in  i  during  the  ap- 

bing  struggle.  We  desire  victory^  we 
are  at  Tnment  from  the 

control  of  the  pro-slavery  party  ;   but  we  do  not 
desire  to  triumph  at  tl  of  our  princi- 

ples.    We  wish  the  people  to  believe  that  we 
right.     When    n  thus    believe,  the 

National    Go.  I    will    be    transferred    to 

our  hands  j    and,  until   it  can    thus   be   1 

:  transferri  1  by  the  intelligent  action  of 
ibscribing  to  our  views,  we  have  no  right 
to  triumph. 

Holding  these  views,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  ex- 
a  man  of  our  political  faith,  and    for 
tr  yeai  ied  with  the  Republi- 

can  oi  ition,   will   1"-   presented   tor  our 

support  in  the  coining  campaign.     We — and 
by     we"  I  mean  my  i  ats  and  myself — 

can  never  cons  nit  to  take  as  our  candidate  for 
the  Presidency  a  man  who  lent  "aid  and  com- 
fort'' to  our  opponents  four  years  ago.  What! 
ite  for  a  man  who,  directly  or  indirectly, 
si  le  1  to  place  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
in    the    position    he    has    so  fully    dis- 

i!  The  idea  is  preposterous;  and  I 
.say,  calmly,  deliberati  latically,  that  the 

who  expect  tie-  Republicans  of  Mich 
to  do   sich   an   act    as   tnis.  know  little   of  the 
character  of  our  population.     We  do  not  say 
we   mu-t  have  our  favorite    candidate;   but  we 

do  say  we  m  i  a  Republican  candidate, 

one  who  believes  in  the  Philadelphia   platform 

now,  and  who  believed  in  it  and  ttood  "it  it  in 

.  Aruund  any  such  candidate  we  will  rally; 

and  1  pledge  you  now.  thai  the  State  which  I 

in  part  represent  will  do  her  full  share  towards 

ing  the  Government  from  the  unfaithful 

-  that  now  control   it.  and   restoring  it  to 

its  original  purity  and  vigor. 
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